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Abstract

New Understanding of Fazang's Theory
on the Six Characteristics

Park, Boram
Assistant Professor
Dept. of Philosophy, Chungbuk National University

Since Fazang (#%5#), Great Founder of the Huayan School, had advocated the
Theory of the Six Characteristics (the Theory, hereafter) in Huayan yisheng jiao
fengqi zhang (Z£—F2(5 » ZZ), the Theory became the basic doctrine explaining
the meaning of the perfect interfusion in conditional arising and the Theory was
always based on the Fazang's theory.

To figure out Fazang's theory of the Six Characteristics, we have to look into the
former theories than Fazang's. This article focused on the interrelation between the
six characteristics, the purpose of the Theory, and the scope of its application.

The result of this research shows that Fazang's theory has three differences
compared to the traditional Theories since Vasubandhu's theory as follows: First,
the purpose of Fazang's theory is to reveal the meaning of perfect interfusion in
conditional arising from the perspective of one vehicle doctrine. Second, Fazang
insists on the full and unlimited application of the Theory to any conditional arising
dharmas without any conditions. Third, in order to apply the Theory to conditional
arising dharmas without any conditions, Fazang changed the structure between the
characteristics of the whole (#248) and parts (F48).

Fazang's theory seems to have been influenced more by his senior, Uisang (F48)
than by his teacher, Zhiyan (Z1#%). This means that theories up to Zhiyan are

included in the traditional theory originated from Vasubandhu, and from Uisang
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and Fazang a new theory begins, which has represented the Theory of the Huayan
school since then.
Fazang's theory also differs from that of Uisang. The meaning of perfect

interfusion is not yet highlighted in Uisang while extremely emphasized in Fazang.

Keywords
Fazang, Zhiyan, Uisang, the Six characteristics, perfect interfusion, Vasubandhu,
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